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IN A 
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Upon Daz. 12. 3. 


Preached at St. Pauls, Decemb. 19. 16 al f 
at the Ordination of ſome Prote-| | 


ſtant Miſſionaries to be ſent into the 
Plantations. 
To which is Prefixt, 


A General View of the Engliſh Colonies m America, wah} 
reſpect to Religion ; Tn order to ſhew what Provifem is| | 
wanting for a Propagation of Chriſtianiry i m thoſe —__ ii 


— 


By Thomas Bzay, D. D. 


LOND ON, 


Printed by W. Downing, for William Hawes, at the Sign of the 
Roſe in Ludgate-Street, 1 698. 
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A GENERAL VIEW 
OF THE 
English Colomes 1n America, 
Wich Reſpect to 


REEIGION 


In order to ſhew what Proviſion is wanting for 
the Propagation of Chriſtianity in Thoſe 5 Pegs 


—— 


Colonies. | Pariſhes & Charches| Miniſters Libraries 
I. | New found Fl | 


_=_ —__— {nga Set- 
Dear I Families SS 


R__— 


'Well provided for the 
Il. N CID» Pry Propagation of Reli- 


ion in the Independent 
ay, having 110 
Churches, together 
} with an Univerſity ; as 
alſo a Fund for the| 
| | Propagation of the: 
| Faith amongſt the Na-! 
| tive Indians. 
h There is alſo 1 Church 1 Miniſter. | 1 Library. 
at Boſton after the Churcb 1 Aſſiſtant. | 


of England Form. 


Colonies. 


— wy TTL: 
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Colonies. | Pariſhes 8 Churches Miniſters Libraries 


if New-Tart, |1 Church inthe Fort. þ1 Miniſter| Library. 


: '1n theForrt. 
1 Chnrch um the City, | 1 Miniſter 
| in the City. 
2 Derek Churches. 2 Darch | 
| / 
1 French Chusch. | L —_ 
| Miniſter. 
| I. Long-INland | 1 3 Churches, — 
Exg 
| Agpemiens Cdlony tain; 
EZ: nach ded 
| __ win are com- | in the Bag /iſb 
15134 Part. 
, part $5 Duh T 
| 509 == wank . Deel M-}. 
LS |nifters in the| 
| Weft-parr. 
[2-4 Albavy, | Chucet ts the Foct for the | | 
e + City, Garriſon, conſiſting of Zz 
aſiking 2] Foot-Companies, and the 
a Engh/b Inhabitants of the | 
400 Sm hog Tele, | 
bordering up- | 1 Datch Church. 1 Durch 
on the /ratavrs, Miner. } 
and belong-| 1 Frexb Church. |» French 
ing to the Go- Minſter. | 
vernment of | 1 Swediſh Church. a Swediſh 
New York.  þ Afiniſter. 
Pl Eſt New Jerſ _ HEE ar 6 'r Mmiſter | A Libraty 
V.'W:| 9 In this Province there arc Hang OVer begun. 
alſo feveral Towne. | 
VI Penſylvazia, |" Chuvdh at Phledrt-f; iiniſter.]; 11 
anus phia, having a confi-| = - 1- d Lorary: 
| derable her of | Maſter. 
| Charets of Fmgimd) 
Proteſtants. j 


Colonies. 


..” {| Colonies. Perimeter Libraries © 


| 
VIL |Mary- Land 30 Pariſhes, but meanly 16 Mini- |16 Libra- 
T ' |] Endow'd, the Coun- | fters. p 4 


try being" but lately TI» 
| diyided into Pari | + 
and the Chiarches: - | | Fd 
lately... built, to ' the 
great . - of the 
_ —_— 
onel Nicholſon, 2 0 , 
 . the Country. - -'- } © Y Rd ROLE 
| { Gr 
” . # Pari ith ' o ; 
VIII Virginia. - = with 100 1 4. _ 
[- | There is alſo a Noble We 
College now. Erected, _— I 


apd Endow'd by His| | 
|  preſent- Majeſty. and | vu. "op 3th city 
the late Queen;| 


- |. and carry'd on from | | RA 
| _—_ Foundation j | | 
| witht Charge, , =o | 
jones. ny ang Ma-j RE | 
| -- _ --- --- -} agement-of-Colonel}---- —- -- - 
| Nicholſon, and the q- 7 Je 
| 3 | ther TruſttesandGo-þ © 5s val ut 
| vernours thereof, * }.. 1 Þ- + | 
North | on” | 
IX. C Carolina -1 Church lately built at|1 Miniſter |1 Library. 
> 4 . Senth | Charles-Town, : - [g9ing. o ove}. 
XI. | Bermud as, | ® Tribes or Pariſhes, where- 3 Miniſter 3 Libraries 
_ _E norte ——» and | + ps 
XII. | Babama —_ __- 4 H— 
| [ſhnds, vs. ? | gel 


- ad 6 Providence Vis '86 Famitiermich's | 'r hi; IE: 
1 > Qhorehk bwlt } {5 599. 25.1 

2. E AF rs "Has about 20 Families. | 

| A Cole> 


XDX. | Barbados. 


XV. | St,Chriſto- 
Jhers.. 


XVI. Antegs. [5 
XVIL| Mevi. 


Mouſerrat. 


XC '.V incents. 


nt IIS 
” 


z B ith ore-before it naay appear, Thar & 
Ss of -_ Colonies - do y a Churches and 
; Pariſhes, and that ons halls Leaſt of the Pa- 
_ riſheg wang Maniſters. E 


- 
”- 4 "af *, n 
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2. By Experience, "as well as che Reaſon of the 
Thing, I'm convinc d, That 1006/. laid out in 

a LIBR. ARYs 5. what will beſk. iaduce a. 
Learped and Miniſter 6 go i! into the Ser- 


'*:o7 4; - 
; 1 
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Sk —— ————— —_—_ | 
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;* 1663 of iny* part bf the” Chitch-fin he Vlaths? 

'- tions; And that the ſathe is'a neceflary Encou- 

agement, conſidering that few Men of Forruttes, 

; who arc able to purchaſe Books fot themlelves, 


vill go inco-ſuch'temotr Parts, 
, ORE os le: ES 34 34 2 > 


3- By what goes before'it may alſo appear, Thar 
meerly the ſerfling of LIBRARLES inthe | 
ſeveral Pariſhes of cach Province will require a | 
very conſiderable Fund, Fifty Pounds worth” of | 
Books being the leaſt that can be ſuppos'd requi- 
fire to enable a Miniſter to diſcharge the Duties 
of his Fun&tion. Beſides thar, in the Chief 
Town in cach Province it would be requiſite"ro 
have a Library of more Univerfal Learning, for | 
the Service and Encouragement of choſe who. 
ſhall launch our farther jn rhe purſuir of Uſeful. 
' Knowledge, as well Naturdt ae Divine.” — 


4. Beſides LIBRARIES of Neceffary Books in. 
| Divmicy, for the Uſe of 'the Clerpy, it will be. 
- requiſize, m otder © propagate" C riffian' Faith, 
and Manners; r6 farnif che refpertive Mhinilkcts 
with forme Numbers © of Bibles, Catethiſms, 
Common-Prayers, ang arher Pratical and*De- 
\voconal Pins, to dfhate grath, cpecially 


in poorer: Farkiilivs: 
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Ie will be farther requiſice to have free. Schools 


EY” 08 > 
<4 erected, ar leaſtwiſe one in every County, for 


the Education of their Children: And it would, 

in 2 more eſpecial .manner, become the Pro- 
+ feſſors of ſo Excellent a Religiaa, as, ours,.to 

have a Proviſion made in one or two Schools 

at leaſtwiſc, in every Prqvince, for the Inſtru- 

Kon of half a ddzen Indian Youth, to be ſent 
_ afterwards amongſt their own Peoplez to civilize 
and: convert them. 


Thus, in ſhorr, I have endeavoured to give a 
General Vi ew of the State of the Plantations, with re- 
ſpe& to Religion, and to hinr at what. is wanting to 
promote it: And from this very (lender View how 
eaſie is it to ſee, and with what Indignation can we 
behold, how many Engliſh Colonics there are, the 
Trade of one whereot..is ſometimes compured co 
be worth 500000]. per Annum to this” Nation, in 
which there is no Church, nor Preacher, nor Publicl. 
Worſhip, nor {Sacraments adminiſtred. The Ma- 
een, does ner . ſo. little. regard his. falſe Prophet. 

o Tooner 8; Pie any.new Province, pe pres 
4 Koſebs, and places the Creſcent upon tHe top of 
chem, ;to Gs char his ny ion ſhall. increale, 
or;jt.is not his faulr. And the s, we do w ll 
know, na no Coſt 1 in Me Pa Mi irons ro 
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all che parts of the known World. And it is very 
worthy our Notice, that the Dutch Eaſt-India Com- 
pany do Yearly expend, and that with =_ Succels, 
15000l. per Annum in the Eaſt-Indies alone, for the 
Maintaining and Propagating the Chriſtian Faith. 
And now, that ſo little ſhould be yet done, ſo 
much as to preſerve in my that Pure and Unde- 
s, even in thoſe Colo- 
nies of Engliſh Men, from whence the whole King- 
dom has been ſo much Enrich'd, as well the Gen- 
tleman, by the Advance of his Rents, as the Merchant, 

by the Increaſe of his Stores, and the Mechan#k, by 
the Vending of his ManufaFures, is truly an amaſing, 
as well as a melancholy Confideration to ſuch as 

have any true Love to God, or the Souls of Men. 
Burt, alas! how few are there amongſt us who 
do in the leaſt refle&t upon, or ar all value the 
incſtimable Advantages which; above the reſt of _ 
the World, they enjoy by. being Chriſtians. - Ig is | 
now an indifferent thing with many what Religion 
Mankind is of; ſo thar, according to thoſe Men, 
the Son of, God did in vain; deſcend from Heaven; 
and that grand Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and 
that Myſtery of our Redemption, the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of which the Bleſſed Angels do with 
Admuration-adore, wasto little pon and might 
have been- as well ſpard, for'that the Heathens are 
| in 
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| in as good a Condition as we. Nay, Chriſt Cra- 
cify d is now become, as well as formerly, to ſome, 
a Stumbling-Block, to many, Fookſhneſs, even the 
| Subject of their Ridicule and Raillery. And thele 
| cannot but be look'd upon as Ominous preſages of 
ſome heavy Judgments upon us ; for as an ingeni- 
ous Perſon doth fi ly well obſerve, Whenever 
a Country loſes that Reverence that is due to Religion, 
| and the Laws, we may ſafely pronounce that its Ruie w 
| not very diſtant. | | , 
| And as Contempt of Religion and the Laws is a ſure 
' mark of a declining Nation ; ſo new Colonies and 
| Diſc. ofthe Societies of Men muſt ſoon fall to pieces, and 


Eee Part dwindle to nothmg, unleſs their Governours 


n.p.265 and Magiſtrates interpoſe, to ſeaſon betames the. 


| "Minds of ſuch a new People with a ſence of Religion, 
and with good and vertuous Principles. | 
Theſe are Sentiments, I know, quite difference 
from the Policicks of ſome Mcn, Bur thoſe who 
heartily believe God and his Providence, are firmly 
perſwaded, that the Happincls and Well-being of 
any People does advance, or decline, in proportion 
to the Supports that are given, and the Regards thac 
are paid to True Religion. 
And I muſt with Gratitude acknowledge, that 
ſome ſuch I have mer with in the Proſecution of 
this Deſign, which 1 have engaged in for the Plan- 


tations, 


XUM 


Rel 
tations, or elſe the Expence, as well as the Fateigue, 


- had been wholly inſupportable. But as what has 


been hitherto done, does but let me into the View 
of ſo much more, which is ſtill wanting to Pro- 
pagate and Maintain Chriſtianity in thoſe Parts, ſo 
after that my Expe&artions of a more Publick Pro- 
viſion for this great Work have fail d me, I muſt 
again renew my Applications to ſuch Pious Per- 
ſons who have a juſt Value of the Worth of their, 


own, and others Souls. And if the following 


Diſcourſe upon the Nature and Excellency of this 
kind of Charity. above all others, ſhall contribute - 
any thing to promote the Deſign, I ſhall obtain. 
an End, to accompliſh which I could be content 
to. ſacrifice my Life, with the Remainder of -na 

ſmall Fortunes ; and thoſe worthy Perſons will 
doubtleſs find it upon their Accomprt, when to be 
found a good Steward, to the Honour and Glory 


- of God, of the Talents which He has given, will 


afford them thoſe ſuperlative Degrees of Joy, which 
are beyond the Imagination of us here below to, 
conceive, and which therefore the following Di/-. 
courſe does not pretend ſo much as to ſhadow. _ 
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| ally of thoſe who have been Inſtrumental in 


DAN. XIL 2. 
They that be wiſe ſball ſbine as - the 
frighinns of the Firmament, and they 
that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as 
the Stars for ever and ever. 
| a Prophecy of the future State of the 
Church, at the two great Advents of 
our Saviour to it. | In the firſt Verſe is forctold, 
what dreadful Diftreſſes and Difficulties it ſhould 
— with, In the ſecond and third, are de- 
clard, 


what inexpreſible Rewards will Crawn 
the Labours of Chriſt's Faithful Servants, efpeci- 


HIS, and the two preceding Verſes are 


the Inſtruction and Converſion of Mankind. 

They that be wiſe, or Teachers, or Inftructers, as 

ſome render it, ſhall ſhine as the, 8&c. In m 

Enlargement upon which Words, 1 ſhall do thele | 

four things. | 
R B Firſt, ; 


— 
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Firſt, I will- ſhew you what is meant by turning- 


many to Righteouſneſs. 
Secondly, Who they are that have, whoſe Duty 


* yet it is, and who may ſtill be ſaid to turn many to 


Righteouſneſs. 

Thirdly, That it will be found one Day the 
higheſt pitch of Wiſdom to have been Iiſtrumental in 
this bleſſed Work, Becaulc, 

. Fourthly, and Laſtly, Such ſhall be the moſt 


Lloriouſly Sa Ic is they that ſhall ſhine as 


the brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars for 
ever and ever. 


And, Firſt, I will ſhew what is meant 7 turite 


2g many to Righteouſneſs. Now Righteouſneſs, in, ** 
the ſtricteſt ſence of the Word, does denote a - 


ly one Vertue amongſt the whole Train of 


Chriſtian Graces, namely, Juſtice and Equity 


| berwixt Man and Man. Bur in its more com- 


rchenſive Acceptation, ( and fo it is generally 
D be NES cheoughour the Scrurs i 
does impart no lefs than the whole 
ligion, which will render us accepted by God, 
and in which, if we be found, wheaypwe come to 


dic, God will paſs a favourable Sentence upor.» 


us at the Day of Judgmenr. 
x And 
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that Re- * 
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[3] 
And ſuch a Righteouſneſs, as it is now fixr, 
and ſtated under che Goſpel, conſiſts in this, 
chat in the firſt place we Renounce the Devil and 
all bis Works, that is, abandon the Service of that 
Arch-Rebel che Devil, and deteſt and forſake 
all his Works of Sin. He having himſelf moſt 
ungratefully Revolred from God, has nor only 
carry'd whole Legions of fallen Angels into a 
curſed Rebellion againſt their Creator, bur has 
drawn off the far greateſt part of Mankind in- 
to the ſame wicked Apoſtacy with himſelf ; in- 
ſomuch, that divide the whole Earth into thitty 
Parts, it is computed by skilful Geographers, 
». that nineteen of it are Inhabired by Idolarers, 
thar is, Men ignorant of the rrue God; and in 
"te worſhippers of Devils : Not to fay what 
[dolatrous, and other deſtruive' Heteſtes he has 
broughr inco' Chriſtendom it felf, and even in 
thoſe Churches of Chriſt where God is beſt 
* known, the Chriſtian Faith the beſt underſtood 
and Chriſtianity profeſs'd in its ny Purity, 
Ic is a ſorrowful Conſideration, how miich the 
Works of the Devil, Magick, Sorcery, Lying, + 
Perjury, Uncleanneſs, Murder, Rapine, and Vi- 
olence, and indeed, all manner of Wickedeſ: 
are confidently and openly committed and a- 
vow'd. And now a moſt conſiderable patr of 
| B 2 that 
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that Righteouſneſs we- are here upon: conſiſts in 
this, That we abandon the wicked Party of Sa- 
tan's Adherents, either Foreign or Domeſtick ; 


. and that being liſted in the Service of the true 


God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, we. give up 
our ſelves to his Government and Obedience. 


And this is that ſo material a part of Righte- 
' _  oulſneſs, call'd Repentance from dead Works, Heb. vi. 1. 


> 


Aſecond parc. of this Righteouſneſs is Faith, thar 
is, the Knowledge and Belief of God in his Nature 
and Attributes, and afirm practical Belief of Chriſt 
the only Begotten Son of God, as the great. Mediator 
berwixt God and Man, who, to that End, ha- 
ving took upon .him our Nature, was Inveſted 
with the threefold Office of a Prophet, to Inſtruct 
us in the way to be Reconciled to God; of a 
Phieſt, to ſatisfie his Juſtice for all our paſt. Of- 
fences; and of a King, to Condu and Govern 
us ; and finally, to Reward us for all our Ser- 
vices. This allo is Life eternal, or anather part 
of that Righteouſneſs for which we ſhall be Re- 
warded with Life Eternal, Thus to know thee the 
only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, 
John xvii. 3. 

A third is, to Obey God's Holy Will and Com- 
mandments, and to walk in the ſame all the Days of 
ewr Life, that is, having abandon'd the _ 
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of Satan, and yielded our ſelves up to the Faith” 
of Chriſt, the Completion of our Righteouſneſs 
will be this, to live the remaining part of our 
Lives to the Honour of God, by paying him a 
faithful Obedience ro all his moſt Juſt and 
Righteous Commands. And Bleſſed are they who- 
do his Commandments, for they only ſhall have right- 
to the Tree of Life, Rev. xxii. 14. Thus, in 
ſhort, you ſee the ſtare of that Righteouſneſs, 
upon the account of which we ſhall be juſti-. 
fy d and ſav'd. 

And now it will be eafie to underſtand, whar: 
it is to Turn many to Righteouſneſs. And inthe 
higheſt and moſt exalted ſence of the Phraſe, ic 
1s to Reduce whole Provinces under the Obedi-. 
ence of God. It is to reſcue that unhappy part- 
of Mankind, which have for ſo many Ages paſt, 
labourd under the Tyranny of Saran; it 1s to. 
reduce them to the juſt and happy Government, 
of their rightful Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. 
It 1s to Inſtrut thoſe Dark Corners of the Earth, 
in which the Light of the Goſpel has not yet 
ſhone, or but very dimly : Ir 1s to enlighten 
them with a full and bright Knowledge of their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctiftier.. And it is 
laſtly, to render them obſequious Servants to a 
juſt and holy God, whe/e Service is perfett freedom : 
lc 


———— 
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Ir is, I fay, to diveſt them of that Inhumanicy, 
Savageneſs, and Brutaliry, whereby they are 
Beaſts of Prey to each other, and to ſtamp up- 
on their. Souls that lovely Image of God, con- 
fiſting in Knowledge, Faith, Love, and Purity, 
whereby they will become Angels, nay, God's, 
one to another. This is to Turn many to Righ» 
teouſneſs, in the higheſt Sence of the Phraſe: 
But in a Lower, yet a very Noble Sence, it is 
ro be any ways Inſtrumental in the Inſtrution 
and Converſion of any Conſiderable number of 
Souls in any part of - World, as well within 
the Chriſtian Pale as elſewhere : Within the Chri- 
ſtian Pale, I ſay, where, God knows, there is 
till chart Ignorance, Profaneneſs, and Immorality, 
which loudly call for more Labourers into the Vine- 
yard, to carry on to Perfe&tion the Information 
and Converſion of Chriſtians. And in both 
theſe Senſes 


Secondly, Who they are who have heretofore, 
whoſe Duty yet it is, and who may ſtill be ſaid to 
Turn many to Righteouſneſs, is the ſecond thing f 
proposd to ſhew you. And here we are to \ 
conſider, that as the Apoſtacy of Mankind from 
God began ſoon after the Creation, ſo God had 
his Miniſters from the yery beginning conteſting 


with 
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[7] 
with the Powers of Darkneſs, and with all poſ-- 
ſible Application reſcuing Mankind out of the 
Snares Fibe Devil, as Abel, Seth, Enos, and Noah 
before the Flood ; which laſt, for his eminenc 
and painful, tho' unſucceſsful Services in this 
great Work, was call d the Preacher of Righteouſ- 
neſs, 2 Pet. ii. 5. 

Nor did cither the Occaſion for the like 
Preachers of Rightcouſneſs ceaſe, even after the 
dreadful Deſtruction by an univerſal Deluge ; 
nor was God afterwards wanting to his own 
Honour, or the Good of Mankind, in ſending 
his Prophers and Prieſts to be Preachers of Righ- 
reouſneſs to a wicked World. 

It was bur very few Centuries after the Flood, 
that the whole Earth was again Revolted from 
God, and overſpread with Wickedneſs ; and ir 
was not without a conſtant Succeſſion of Prieſts 
and Prophets, as well as of Mercies and De- 
{tructions, that the Divine Providence did ſe- 
cure one only Nation, the Jews, in their Alle-, 
giance to him. . And yet even thefe his peculiar 
People, 'This Holy Nation, in proceſs of Time, had ſo 
corrupted themſelves, that their very Righteouſneſs 
was 4s filthy Rags, Iſai. Ixiv. 6. And both their 
Principles and Morals were fo far debas'd, and 
the moſt demure and preciſe amongſt them, the 
| h Scribes 
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Scribes and Phariſees ſo defective in both, that 
our Saviour told his Diſciples, Except their Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhould exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhould in no wiſe enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. v. 20. 

And now when the Defe&tion of Mankind 
from God was become ſo Univerſal, that ic was 
time for him, either utterly ro root out from 
the face of the Earth, all the Inhabitants of ir, 
or he had no other way but by ſome Miracle 
of Mercy to Reform it; Then did the Divine 
Goodneſs, which always enclines him to the 
moſt Merciful part, chooſe to ſend an Ambaſ- 
ſador, Extraordinary to propoſe Terms of Re- 
conciliation, and to invite Mankind home to 
God. And accordingly , God, who at ſundry 
Times, and in divers Manners, ſpake in time paſt 
unto the Fathers by the Prophets, did in theſe laſt 
Days, (or in the laſt great Age of the World ) 
ſpeak unto us by his Son, whom he appointed Heir 


of all: things, by whom alſo he made the World, 


Heb. 1. 1, 2. 


And here, how without Wonder and Aſto- 
.niſhment, can we behold, with what pro- 
digious Zeal, Application, and Induſtry the 


Bleſſed Jeſs fer upon the great Work of Re- 
torming Mankind. It was'his Meat and Drink 
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to do the Will of him that ſent him, and-accordingly | 
he continually went about doing Good, both to the 
Bodies and Souls of Men. To their Bodies, | 
by Healing them of all thoſe manifold and 
mighty Diſtempers that had then invaded them : 
To their Souls, by Curing them of thoſe moſt | 
facal Maladies of all, their Sins; to rid them of | 
which, was ſo much the main and principal De- 
ſign of his coming into the World, that from 
hence he was denominated a Saviour to it; 

And they ſhall call bis Name Jeſus, for he ſhall heal 
his People from their Sms. But the Original cauſe 
of all their Miſeries, both Bodily and Spiritu- | 
al, proceeding from the miſchievous Enmiry | 
of Satan, he $4 with the utmoſt diligence pur-_ 
ſue chat Rebel, driving him out of the Bodies 
and Souls of Men ; both which he had ſo uni- 
verſally Uſurp'd, and did at that time fo cruelly 
Tyrannize over. | 

And that he might at length be utterly diſ- 
poſſeſs'd of all his Dominion, and that no 
Corner of the Earth might be left him to exer- 
ciſe his Tyranny upon, when the Bleſled Jeſus 
was leaving the World himſelf, in purſuance of 
that Power which was given unto him in Heaven, 
and on Earth, he Commiſſion'd his Apoſtles tro 


proſecute the glorious Conqueſt over the Devil, 
C and 
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[ 10] 
and all his Works, which he had begun, com- 
manding them to go, and diſciple all Nations, 
Baptizins them m the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of - the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever be had 
commanded them, promiſmg to be with them always, 
even unto the end of the World, Matt. xxviii. 18, 
19, 20. And o faithful were they in the Ex- 
ecution of their Truſt, that they fron diſpers'd 
themſelves into the utmoſt parts of the Univerſe, 
ſo that not an Age had paſt, till their Sound went 
mnto all the Earth, and their Words unto the Ends of 
the World, Rom. x. 18. And thus you ſee who 
they are that have heretofore Turnd many to 
Righteouſneſs. 

But who thoſe are, whoſe Duty yet it is, and 
who may ſtill be ſaid to do the ſame, remains to be 
conſider d, and may God cnable us to find them 
Our. 

And, Firſt, This is a Work incumbent upon 
every Chriſtian Church and Nation ; but ought 
to be the Concern and Care of none more than 
ours, and can never be more ſeafonably ſer 
upon than at ſuch a juncture as this. I ſay, to 
conſider, and aſſiſt in the beſt Methods of Turning 
many to Righteouſneſs, ought to be the Care and 


Concern of every Chriſtian Church and Nation; 
h - and. 
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and this out of a grateful Return for that Bleſſed 
Light of the Goſpel which has ſhone amongſt 
them, by which Chriſtians are, or may-be, (if 
they ſuffer themſelves ro be regulated by the 
Rules of Chriſtianity, which ſo dire&tly trend to 
render both private Perſons and publick Socie- 
ties happy) by which Chriftians may be, I ſay, 
ſo much diſtinguiſh'd from the deplorable State 
of thoſe Barbarous and Savage Nations, where 
Ignorance of the True God and Religion over- 
ſpreads their Country. Nothing more natu- 
rally diffuſes irs ſelf than Lighe, and how pro- 
digiouſty ungrateful would it be for a People 
themſelves enlighten'd, not co fpread that eo all 
Mankind which was given them to ſhew others, 
as well as themſelves, the Way to God, and their 
Happineſs 

But eſpecially this is a Care and Concern 
incumbent upon ſuch a Church and Nation as 
ours. A Church ſo pure in its Doctrine, and 
ſo Heavenly in its Worſhip, as in that reſpect 


is the riref in the World ro be the Model te. 


the New Acquiſitions which ſhall be gain'd ts 
the Church of Chriſt. But, alas, that « ſhould 
be ever ſaid, that another Church, whoſe Reli- 
gion is fo fadly corrupted by Paganiſh Super- 
tions, ſhould yer be ten thouſand. times more 
C 2 Zealous 
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Zealous, in Baniſhing Infideliry and Paganiſm 
| out of the World than ours is ! 

And itis a Work in Gratitude due from ſuch 
a Nation as this: A Nation ſo enrich d by the 

| Commerce and Commodities of ſo many Bar- 

barous and Pagan Countries. Surely, ſmice we 

| have in ſo lentiful a manner been made partakers of 

| their Carnal Things, it #s our Duty alſo to Mou- 
 fter to them in Spiritual things. 

And ſuch a Work ſurely can never be more 
Seaſonably promoted by any Church or Nation, 
than at ſuch a jun&ure as this. What has made 
up ſo great a part of our Devotions, for ſome 
Years paſt, as our Thankſgivings for the little 
leſs than Miraculous Deliverances we have re- 
ccivd, in the Preſervation of our Religion and 
Liberries ? 

And when had this our Preſervation fo glorious 
a Completion, as at this time ? and ſo + a—_ an 
Acknowledgment paid to Heaven for it, as lately 
in this Place? Burt what fulſome Hypocriſic would 
it þe to thank God with ſuch ſeeming Devotion, 
for the Preſervation of a Religion we do not in 
the leaſt Value? or, How can we be thought to 
Value it art all, if when it is in our Power to cx- 
tend the Chriſtian Pale ſo far as we may, and 


to the bringing into it ſo many Thouſand Souls, 
over 
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over whom we have an abſolure Dominion, 
ſhould we yet take no Care abour it ? 
Secondy, Thoſe whoſe Duty it is in a more 
eculiar Manner than others, to Turn many to 
Righteouſneſs, are the Miniſters of Religion ; I ſay, 
in a more peculiar Manner than others; for we are 
not only ordained and ſeparated for this Work, 
bur the: Inſtructing, Inlightning, and Informing of 
the World, which is the Foundation of all Righ- 
reouſneſs, is peculiarly the Paſtors Province. 
I do call the Inſtilling of Divine Knowledge into 
the Minds of Men, the Foundation of all Religion : 


For why ? Knowledge of the true Nature of 


God, and of all the parts of that Religion which 
is to be paid him, is a neceſſary Guide and Di- 
rector to all Virtuous and Religious Practice, it 
being the ſame thing to the Soul, as the Eye is 
to the Body. Nor is Divine Knowledge ne- 
ceſſary ro Mens living Vertuoufly, only as it is 


a Guide and Director to us ſo to live, but it is 


requiſite alſo, as it is the Principle and Reaſon 
whereon all virtuous and worthy Deeds are to be 
founded ; infomuch, that a thing which is other 
wiſe well done, if it be not done knowingly, bur 
ignorantly, will not be imputed by God, nor 
Man, as a vertuous and Jaudable Aftion. Nay, 
the chicfeſt of all Divine Graces, if it be not acted 


our 
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'out of a through Knowledge of the Nature of 
God, and of true Religion, will e'en become, for 
. want thereof, the Blackeſt of all Sins : as Zeal, 
when not guided by Knowledge, will cafily be 
cranſported to Cruelty and Murther. What ſhall 
I ſay? The want of throughly underſtanding 
the true =—_ of God, and the Nature and 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, is the onl 
Cauſe of all thar bepeifibing which is at 
World; of Superſtition I ſay, than which there 
is not a more grievous Malady that can poſlibly 
infe&t the Souls of Men, ſo as to render them 
more troubleſome to themſelves, more miſchie- 
vous to the publick Good and Welfare of the 
Church, and to act more diſhonourably and pro- - 
' voking to God. In ſhort, it is Ignorance which 
is the Natural Parent of that Atheiſm and In- 
fidelity ſo rife amongſt Men; and indeed, nor 
only of that, but . all other Vices and Wick- 
edneſſes whatſoever. 

And now it is the great Duty of the Mini- 
ſers of Religion, to remove from the Minds of 
Men that - Ignorance of Divine things, which is 
the cauſe of all their Miſcarriages, and to inſtill 
into them thoſe Doctrines and Religions Prin- 
ciples which are the Fountain of all their farther 
Rightcouſneſls. This. we are to attend upon, 


by 
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by Catechizing, and Preaching, and Conference, and' 


whatever Methods can be thought moſt ſucceſs- 
ful and effeual in the Inſtruction of Mankind ; 
and thoſe who ſhall beſt inſtruct their People, 
ſhall moſt effectually Turn many to Righteouſneſs : 
And therefore, 

Thirdly, Thoſe Perſons will be reputed to 
have no ſmall ſhare in this Blefled Work, 
who have put the Miniſters of God in a Ca- 
pacity of {ſo Inſtrufting his People, by making 


a Proviſion for the 109%, Maintenance, 


and Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge. Such 
are thoſe who have been the Founders of 
Churches, Schools, Colleges, and Libraries. And 
not here to ſpeak of the Excellency of ſuch Cha- 
rities, which dire&ly tending to the Everlaſting 
Happineſs of the Souls of Men, muſt be as far 
beyond what terminate only on this Mortal 
Life, as the Soul is more Excellent than the Bo- 


dy; and as an Fternal is to be preferred to a 


Temporal Felicity: Bur not to infiſlt on this: 
The Advantage of being thus Inſtrumental in 
Turning many to Righteouſneſs lies here, Thar 
it 1s not only in the preſent Generation, that fuch 
arc thus ſerviceable to the Souls of Men, but in 
all Ages 'to come, and when they ſhall be lons 


dead, they will yer ſpealþ, and fo ſpeak as to have 
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a Share in all the Converſions, which ſhall be 
made by Vertue, and through the Aſſiſtance of 
that Stock which they have laid up for the Pro- 
moting of Religion and Learning. 

And elpecially, the Erecting of Libraries of 
neceſlary and ufctul Books in Divinity, is of all 
others a neceſſary Proviſion for the Propagation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge. For why ? The Prieſts 
Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, becauſe the People 
are to ſeek, the Law at his Mouth, Mal. ii. 7. And 
che Meaſures of Knowledge a Miniſter is to be 
Maſter of, muſt be neceſlarily ſuch as ſhall en- 
able him to give his People an entire View of 
the whole Scheme of Chriſtian Doctrine in thac 
Connexion, wherein one part of it depends upon 
another, and for want of which, the Generality of 
Chriſtians are ſo ignorant of the true Nature and 
Deſign of Chriſtianity. Farther, a Paſtor muſt 
throughly underſtand che Nature, Terms, and 
Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, and the 
Nature of Chriſt's Mediation, through which it 
was obtaind. More particulary yer, he muſt 
be able clearly to explain, and fully ro prove 
each Article of his Chriſtian Faith; many of 
which not being obvious to our Natural Rea- 

| ſon, but capable of Proof only from the Scrip- 


tures, he muſt be well versd in the Language, 
and 
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and Manner of Speaking of the Holy Peh-Men” 


before they can - be ſo explaind and provd. - 


And he muſt be able to ſtare exactly the Nature 
and Extent of Chriſtian Duties, which Know- 
ledge depending upon a right Undeftanding of 
the Nature, and difterent Obligations: of all thoſe 
many ſorts of Laws, Natural, Divine, and Hy- 
mane, which regulate and dire& our Duties. 
This is a part of Knowledge as extenſive-as It-18 
neceſſary. | MY 
All which Premiſes being duly confſider'd, and 
withall, that we cannot now work . Miracles, 
and that Inſpiration is no--part of our Talent; 
but that we are left' to the Ordinary means '6f 
Converting the World ; namely, - the Common 
Meaſures of God's Holy Spirit accompanying 
our hard Study : Ir muſt therefore clearly follow, 
that thoſe Perlons' will be reputed to have nd 
ſmall ſhare in this Blefled Work; who' ſhall Tay 
{uch a Foundation of Chriſtian Knowledge, as 
withour which, Hamanely ſpeaking, 'ic is not 
poſſible the PaNors' of Chriſt's 'Church - ſhould 
teed their Flock with neceſſary IaſttuRion. * - 


Thirdly, And now- I atti to fhew you, That 
it will be found one day the: blebeſt 'pitch of ' Wiſdom: 
to bave been. Þ1ſtrumental "in. this" Bleſſed Wark * of 
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Trying many to Ri 
Wiſdom to propole to ah a Good End, and 
then to purine ic by due and proper Means. 
And proportionably, as the End is more-or lefs 
excellent, and the Means more ot lefs adapted 
tm carry it on; in the ſame degree is a Man's 
Wiſdom to be judg'd greater or leſs with rela- 
tion to t. Now here the End ts incomparably 
gxcellers, __ any other — namd. 
For why? to Iurn many to Righteouſneſs 1s, in 
eflc; <0 conlulr, and that Ay. - hi vn Man- 
ner, the Honour and Glory of God, and the 
greateſt Gaod and m—_ of Mankind, than 
thought of more Excel- 
. To Turn many to Righteouſneſs, you have 
allo ſecn, is to diſpoſſeſs Satan of an unrighteous 
Ukurpation hc has made upon God's Dominion 
over his qwn. Creatures, and it is to reduce them 
nader the Goveramene of their Righttul Lord 
and Maſter. And can any thing be more glo- 
tious than ſuch an Achievement? And it is (o 
to xeftifie the corrupt and ſinful Nature of Men, 
and to bring them under the Dire&ion of ſuch 


Laws, as alone can make them happy: And 


what is it to be a Benefactor, if this be noe? 
great, and bruer tured to: che Putpaſes'propy 


sd, 
than 
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[19] 
than thoſe. we . have confiderd. For let the 
whole Nation, let che Clergy, and ſuch as have 
Wealth and Subſtance, ſer heartily about it, and 
the Work is done. 

This, in ſhorr, is to be wiſe to Satvation, and 
alas! whar is the Wikdom of chis World in come 
pariſon wich this? What an Ideot is David's 
Fool, who when he might make to himſelf Friends 
in Heaven of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, beaps 
up to himſelf Riches, not knowing who ſhall gather 
them? And who is wholly lolicicous to. find 


out ſome one, from whom he might call bis Lands 


after his own .Name, ( fondly thi , thar. by 
this means his Houſes fhail' contmue | ver; - 1d 
his Dwellmg-Places. ta . all Generations. ). © Whan 
by ſuch Charities to the Souls of Men, as have 
been mentioned, he mighe provide thac his Namt 
be writes : ax; the Book of... Life. - Which 7b 
me to the Jaft- chidg propos'd ; -and * 


ro Tarn many to Righteonfneſs is. the. ct Ds 
| Founly, Such will te: the: moſt 


dons, becaulc that, 
warded. Beſides, che Propoting of of cn 
and the Proſecuting of. it by dug and ptoper 


2x 6 the . Wiſdom, X ur. Actions, lazti 
D 2 thar 
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that is, to do all in the Proſpect of an excelfenc 
Reward. . Arid here, as the End, viz; the Glory 
of God, and the Good of Mankind, is the 
moſt tranſcendently Glorious, and the Means 
propos d in order to accompliſh it, are what do 
moſt become Chriſtians in their ſeveral Stations, 
and according to their ſeveral Abilitics; ſo the Re- 
ward that will Crown all this, is here in my Text 
ſpoke to be fuch, as is not in.the power of Words 
to: expreſs a greater. .T hey that are.wiſe ſhall ſhine 
as the Brightneſi of the Firmament, and they that turn 


| many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever and ever, 


_. And indeed, as of all other Sinners, thoſe will 
be the moſt exquiſitely punifh'd, who ſhall any 


| ways carrupt. and deprave the Principles. and 


Manners of Mankind: So of all. the Righteous 
Servants . of Gad, thoſe will be: exalted to the 
+ a degrees of Glory, who ſhall be moſt indu- 
friovs 


:#n.the Inſtruction and Converſion of Men. 
1 F ſay of all: other Simners, thoſe will be the moſt ex- 

quifitely puniſh'd, who ſhall any ways corrupt and 
deprave the Principles and Manners of Mankind. 
Such: as de\ ſow ll Principles, and do any ways 
diſcourage and dijſcountenance Piety and Vertue 
are ſaid ro put a Stumbling-block, and to be-ai 
_—_ to:fall_in their Brotber s way, Roms. xiv. 13. 
ao. to. that: Man. (Jah. our Saviour). _— 
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the Offence: » cometh :- For: ſhalt offend one-o 
the meaneſt of thoſe that remnotru guy 
for him that @ Milſtone were hanzed about bis 'Netk ,: 
and. that he were drowned: ins the depth of -the Sea, 
Mart. xvii. 6, 7... And 12 moſt emphatical 
Threatning: this is to all thoſe wicked Inſtruments. 
of Umnrighteouſneſs abroad. in the World, who 
make it their Buſineſs, and. ſeem to. be intene- 
upon this very thing. - Is is:fad enough-to have- 
one ſelf done..or ated wickedly :- Bur whoſo- 
ever ſhall not only break, tho' it be one of the leuſt 
Commandments ; but ſhall teach Men ſo, he ſhall be called 
the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, Mart. v. 19. that 
is, none at all: He ſhall be caſt. our of it; and 
puniſh'd 2s ane. of theſe. who are the 'grea 
Enemies to it. There is in the Words a'vaſt 
deal _ NY _— CO than is ex- 
«> d, as is , in:the Sacred Writings, 
pie in profave. Authors ; fo: that «the« Cafe »of 
thaſe Men. is moſt | dreadfully and .delperarely 
bad, who by —_ athei{hical, - and lewd 
Diſcowrſe, or whatever other evil Communications 
do, corrupt good Principles :and Manxerd. :: But 
above all others, _ it is a dreadful: thing t&. cons 
fider what will be the Doom of thoſe Men, who 
by wicked: Books, ſuch as both. Ahbeifts, Derfts, 
Satire, . 8nd Antjnomians da. mow, .to.. _— 
SH proach . 
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ſider what —_— befall ſuch in the End. . What 
Evil of this Nature is done only by Diſcourſe, 


is bar 'tranſciently 'bad, and may ruine the 


 Souls:.only of ſome few :of their unfortunate 


Companions.” But the wicked Principles which 
are propagated by Books are laſting Miſchiets, 


fron w e, as from a Pandora's Box, fly out 


thoſe Plagues. and Mortal . Diſcaſes chat - can 


never be recall d, and will. ſpread [Deſtruction 


and Ruine amongſt the Souls of Men to the 
World's End. 


And indeed it is hard to lay, what Meaſures of 
Repemance may be ſufficient for theſe Men. The 


Kenna md mult come to, or be everlaſtingly 


immeaſfurably Undoae, muſt be ſuch as comes 


' Not under the ordinary. Definitions given that 


great Qvndition-of our Salvation. k: is-ryot a pri- 


vate Grief and Sorrow, nor barely an Amend- | 


-menc for the fucure, will be ſufficient to reconcile 
ſuch co God. Bur as the Diſhonours dpne'to the 


| Great .Creator, by their means, are never likely 


£o end, bur. with the World ;. fo- the Repara- 
cions to-be made for theſe kind of Aﬀeones and 
Injurics to Chriſt's Kingdom - mult be-- by : 


Recancation as. publick and tafting-' with Aa 


cure 


' patina of ous Church. and Nation, daily pub- 
us. Ie is dreadful, I lay, to con-. 
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thre -of- the Offence js. - And the; exacting of 
+ ſuch a Repentance as this, I muſt needs recom- 
mend to you, my Brethren, who arc cntring - to 
day -into the Mimiftry, when-everyou are -called 
ro the Sick Bed of any notorious Atheiſt or 
Deiſt whatſoever. And this was the Reſolution 
of a very eminent Biſhop of our Church, in: the 
Caſc of one of a:conſiderable figure amongſt ther, 
afrer he had. written his Book de. Yeritate. You art 
the Stewards of the Myſteries of God, fo that you 
cannot, with Fidelity co your Great Maſter, diſpence 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation to. thaſe, who 
have erected laſting Bartteties againſt \his King-_ 
-dom, till they themſelves, by a like publick 
Recancarion, ſhall have pull d them down wich 
their own hands. So that you fce- the very 
Repentance of thoſe, who ſhall Tirn many: to 
-Hnrighteouſneſs, is a hard and fcarful Diſcipline. 
And what then ? * How much beyond the com- 
mon Meaſures will the Puniſhment . of thoſe 
amongſt them be, who | ſhall remain «Impent-.. 
tent ?- And indeed it: 13 bit reaſonable to be-. 
lieve, that the Caſe will be vaſtly differenc 
. berwixt thoſe who have only in their own Perſons 
cranſgreſt the Laws of God, and fuch who make 


12 Party, and -fight the Devil's. Batrels agaialt 


: Hem. Theſe Men muſt be ſuppoled to be firſt 
X at 


W 
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at perfe& 'Enmity with Him, and their whote 
Nature muſt be envenomd againſt Him ;, and 
therefore it cannot be expected but that 'the 
Fury. of his Wrath, and the very Dreys of his An- 
yer will be poured out againſt ſuch. 
 _ And now, i of all other Sinners thoſe will 
be the moſt exquiſitely *puniſh'd, who ſhall any 
Ways- CO and deprave the Principles and 
Manners of Mankind; then, by parity of Reaſon, 
fall the Righteous Servants of God, ' thoſe will be 
exalted to the higheſt deprees of Glory, who ſhall be 
| moſt induſtrious mn the Inſtruftion - and Converſion of 
Men ; or ſhall lay the Foundation of Chriſtian Know 
ledge, 'or Contribute toward the Promoting of it... 
For this we need no other Teſtimony than thar 


remarkable place of St. James v. 20. Know, that 
che which converteth a Sinner. from the Error of his 
Ways, ſhall ſave a Sowl from Death, and ſhall cover 


| .a Multitude of Sins. Thele Words ſpeak ſach 
| -a'Regard to the Charitable Endeavours of thoſe 


-who do any ways . promote, :or do Labour . in 
-the Inſtruction and Converſion of Sinners, that 
-through the Merits -and Satisfa&tion of Chriſt, 
(by which -only-ir is -that God becomes pro- 
-pitious to:'our 'beſt Performances) this. -kind: of 


- Charity will /be: had ir: no mean Confideration 


- when' God ;ſhall take Cognizance. of: our: Sts 


| and 


—_ 
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and Failures. And if the Converting of one 
Sinner ſhall be ſo conſiderd, what Glories 
will await thoſe who Turn many to Righteouſneſs ? 
I -cannot py expreſs them in any higher 
Words than thoſe of my Text, in which alone 
there is a force and luſtre, like to the Rewards 
themſelves which they beſpeak. 

And proportionably as the Aſſiſtances given 
ro Turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall be moſt extenſive 
and laſting; in the ſame meaſure we muſt 


{uppoſe the degrees of Glory will be alotted 


to ſuch Piety. And therefore, ſince, next to 


what the Apoſtles did by their perſonal Labours, 
and inſpird Writings, ro Convert Mankind 
ro God, ſcarcely any thing can be thought of 
a more direct and immediate Tendency to the 
ſame Glorious and Bleſſed End, than ' to lay 
up thoſe Magazines of Chriſtian Knowledge 
on the Conhines of Satan's Kingdom, out of 
which the Miniſters of God's Word may be 
conſtantly ſupplv'd, both with the Food of 
Souls, and with char Spiritual Armour where- 


with they. may carry on the War with Succels, 


lo as at length ro drive that Arch-Rebel our 
of thole vaſt Territories he now poſlelles: Ic will 


theretore follow, thar 'thoſe pious - Perſons. will 
moſt .cttectually conlwle cheir future Happinck, 
x E and 
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and provide beſt for att Exalced Glory, 
who ſhall expend molt in hxing Libraries of 
neceſſary and uſeful Books in- Divinity, in or- 
der to the Inſtruction both of Miniſter and 
People. Suck indeed cannot be ſaid, by fo 
doing, 'to hazard their Perſons in the Con- 
verting of Mankind, and ſo may not be en- 
titled thereby to the Reward of Martyrs. and 
Confeſſors. Bur however, chey may be. much 
more inſtrumental in Turninz many to. Righ- 
teowſnefs, even than thoſe who actually labour 
in. the Work it ſelf, becauſe that, in efteR, it 
will be they who ſhall Preach, Catechige, and 
hiſtr=& thoſe Parts of the World, as well in 
facure, as in the preſent Age. Ir is they will 
be the Fountain, we ſhall be only che Conduit- 
Pipes — which the Waters of Life will 


be convey'd: to 'the People : And therefore, 


except we ſhall beſtir our ſelves very much, 
they will far out-ſtrip us in. the Perſuis of. 
Eccrnal Glory. 

In ſhort, Thoſe who fhall make: ſuch a 


laſting Proviſton for the Inſtruction and Con 


verſion of any confiderable part of Mankind, 
way, in ſo doing, be very well look'd upon 
as a fort of Apoſtles to thoſe Parts of the 
World. And if {(o, we may conclude a 

great 
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great deal concerning the Degrees of Glory 
aherew ſuch ſhall be recompene'd, from 


that Promiſe of our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
Matt. xix. 28. Verily, IT ſay unto you, When 
the Son of Man ſhall fit on the Throne of his 
Glory, ye alſo ſhall ſit upon Tivelve Thrones, judg- 
ing the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael: For tho' we are 
not to conclude from theſe Words, that any 
beſides the Twelve ſhall be exalted to the 
higheſt Degrees of Happineſs, yer from hence 
we may clearly gather, that proportionabſy 
as Perſons ſhall approach nearcſt to che Apo- 
ſtles in Evangelizing Mankind, they (hall be 
placed nearer and nearer to them upon the 
leveral Aſcents, to the higheſt Stations in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Not that I would leſſen the Hopes of 
Glory to you, my Brethren, who (hall labour 
in this Great and Glorious Work, of Gaming 
Souls to God. No, but rather give me leave, with 
the great Apoſtle to the Gentiles, Rom. xi. 13. 
to maynifie to you your Office, who are ecntring © 
day upon the Sac & Miniſtry , and ſome of 
you in order to a Meſled Miſſton. And you 
have this Advantage of all other Profeflions 
of Men, that whereas others, by a due diſcharge 
of the Duties of their proper Calling, can enly 


LE 2 become 
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become Righteous themſelves, you, in the due 
Exerciſe of your Miniſtry, will Tum many to 
Righteouſneſs: So that whilſt other Chriſtians 
can expect only the common Rewards for 
well-doing, you may promiſe your elves, 
upon the Performance even of the ordinary 
Duries of your Function, to be extraordinarily 
recompencd. And the Reaſon 1s this, becaule 
the Good that you will do is doubly and trebly 
beneficial ; for you will not only conſult there- 
by your own Happineſs, but will render your 
ſelves Benefators ro Mankind, and what 1s 
above all, will enlarge .the Bounds of Chriſt's 
Kingdom. \ 

I ſay you will render your ſelves Benefa- 
tors to Mankind. For why? the Religion 
you are to propagate and promote, is of ſuch 
a Nature and Tendency, that were it heartily 
embrac'd, the moſt Wild and Savage of Men 
would become Innocent, Kind, and Sociable 
to one another; they would not hurt nor de- 
ſtroy in all the Holy Mountain. And it is 
Prophecy d, that this will be the Fruits of 
Chriſtianity, when the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, Ifai. xi. 9. And you 
will allo, by a diligent - Application to the 
{utics of your proper Calling, pul] dawn the 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom of Satan, and enlarge the Bounds of 

Chriſt's Kingdom, or ar leaſt-wiſe encreafe the 
Number of his. faichful Subjedts.. _ 

This will indeed engage you in great Con- 


Aicts with the Powers of Darkneſs; . and the 
"Difficulties and Oppoſitions they and* thicir 


Agents, the wicked Men of the World, ſhall 


give you, will call forth all your Courage and 


Prudence to reſiſt. But' the greater are” tlie 
Dangers and Difhculties, the more/ noble is the 
Vertue; and the greater the Vertue, the more 
glorious will be the Reward: | | 
And therefore I cannot forbear to bleſs thiac 
Providence which calls both you and me into 
the Service of thoſe darker parts of the Church, 
where we ſhall have occaſion to do more Good 
than here we could be able, tro conteſt with 
oreater Difhculties, and thereby to entitle our 


. ſelves to the chiefeſt Rewards: - For -25-bad- as 


it is to he Ambitious after Earthly Honours, it 
is nobly Vercuous, and Chriſtian-like, an Emu- 
lation to excell in the Favour of God, and in 
thoſe Stations of Glory which he will beſtow 


upon ſuch as ſhall exert, themſelves in his Ser-. 


vice. And to he Inſtrumental m bringing Lieht 
to them that ſit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 
Death, whether we conſider the Service, or the 

Recom=. 
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Recompence, has enough in it to fatisfie the 
moſt pious Ambition. 


To conclude therefore in the Words of Se. 
Paul, 1 Tim. vi. 12. Fight the good Fight f 
Faith, that is, maintain and propagate the Gol- 
pel againſt all Oppoſition, and live according 
to it; lay hold on Eternal Life, nay, ſtrive to 
excell in thoſe Achievements that ſhall enticle 
you to the chicfeſt Glories of it; for this is 
that whereunto you are called, and are now to pro- 
 fFeſs this good Profeſſion at an Holy Ordination 


ore many Witneſſes. 
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ADvERTISEMENT. 


A Short —_— upon the Doctrine of Y Baptiſmal 
"A Covenant, being an Expoſition upon the Preliminary. 
eſtions and Gs of our Church Catechiſm, | 
to be read by all young Perſons, in Order to their Cade 
ſtanding the whole Frame and Tenor of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and to their being duly prepared for Confirmation. 
With Devorions Preparatory to that Apoſtolick and Uſeful - 
Ordinance. To which is added, An Appendix, being a. 
Method of Family Religion. By Tho. Bray, D. D. 
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